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ALL ABOUT THE BABY

Fig. 27, To prevent buby from slipping in the tub, spread a bath towel over
the bottom and sides of it and lower him into the water gently.
him just after her hands are washed, she ntust wash them again.
Initial Steps. Now with hands clean, mother dips into the
cup of boric acid solution a square of cotton, squeezes it gently
so it is not too drippy, and carefully washes baby's eyes, wiping
each eye from the nose outward and using a fresh piece of cotton
for each eye, discarding each square as used. With another cot-
ton square, she washes the baby's genitals, pulling back the fore-
skin in an uncircumcised baby boy (and, by the way, circum-
cision makes cleanliness easier) or gently separating the parts
in a baby girl, washing gently with boric acid solution with a
downward movement toward the rectum, never from the rectum
upward. A little gentle patting is sufficient, just enough to be
sure that no small cheesy accumulation is left to cause irritation.
Bits of cotton twisted on the end of a toothpick and dipped into
the boric solution are used as swabs in gently wiping out baby's
ears and nose. But it is just as well if the inside of baby's mouth
is left alone.